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"ALCONERS FACING THEIR UNESCO
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
ETHICS TO SAFEGUARD THE FALCONRY HERITAGE
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For centuries and in countries all over the world falconry has not had any

great changes. However, the acknowledgment of falconry by the United

Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization UNESCO as an

mtanglble cultural heritage ICH is a milestone in history. Due to this, and by

stopping and observmg the situation, we can identify different results that

mark the present and the near future of falconry.

‘The main objective of this article is as a means of reﬂectlon, in the

~ international falconty community, about both the changes that are occuxnng - v
i our ﬁeld falconry, and the concept and perception of falconty. ~ . =
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| UAE, through its leadership in the Multinational Submission to UNESCO,
~and the organization of the International Falconry Festival has shown ‘
how falconry provides a common identity to falconers from many different




It is amazing that falconers, even though they belong to such different cultures, feel this common identity that has
remained the same through time.

a team, the test of survival. For the prey being killed means it~ is not based ona hierarchy or in the punishment but instead

failed. For the team not having been successful when hunting  in the positive subtlety and reinforcement. Tn fact, it is not

 has consequences that can be easily acceptéd. We always find  the bird that isata pcrsons dxsposmon but the person fwho >

aansfacuon in the excitement of hunting and in. the simple :
all of us retummg home




nowadays this falcon is known as a peregrine falcon.
Many centuties later the term continues to define, in the
modern world, a person who has obtained noble qualities,
independently of the fact that the person cares for a falcon
or not.

Gotten to this point, we can introduce a subject to reflect
on and that is currently common. In different natons many
enthusiasts (now I do not use the term falconers) care for and
train birds of prey but they do not hunt with them. They care
for the specimen and use techniques that falconers also use.
However, what were initially considered temporaty resources
for the training and bodybuilding of the birds, with the
objective of later introducing them into hunting, constitutes
~an end in itself, With this approach they achieve spectacular
ascending flight to lure hung from air balloons or tied on
kites and even hunting lure dragged by remote-controlled
: - aitcrafts. Tn other cases they release jesses for their falcons
with the only objective of observing bird dives from the
h]ghest he1ght possible. The trainer does not need to blend

Every time we go out to hunt we undergo, as a team,
the test of survival. The falconer participates in the life
cycle of the ecosystem where he is.

of a competition to verify if a good falconiv':takes"place‘
of not. A falconer’s own sport moral, the person’s falconr; :

ethics, shows if the launch has been noble with th

their bird and with hjmself




their perches “to use them for breeding” and in less worse
cases they fly to hunt game birds. It increases the number
of bird of prey befote the public, in medieval markets, prey
competitions ot contests that measure the speed of falcons.
In these cases nature is not the challenge anymore but instead
it is the altimeter, speed or the captured prey that almost
does not have the possibility to escape. The uncettainty of
the death gives place to routine. The task of interpreting the
 matural hunting environment is substituted by the challenge
of v,achi‘cving more meters of height or fewer seconds in
the distance traveled. Now it is not a matter of witnessing
‘nature but the artificial. The goal is to control the situation in
every possible way in order to reach a measure or a scote in
2 competition. The fivalry berween falconers awakens and at
the same time attractive prizes nurture it. The integration of
0 in nature is anecdotal. The person looks for the first

£ .‘Qp“efn land to shotten the travel time, avoid hunting
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If by falconry we understand hunting then we are
witnesses of the heritage that is acknowledged by
UNESCO. We have the privilege and responsibility of
maintaining it alive. .
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that alvays seems like the first one and in —realz'gj'mz;ld be the last one,
lake into acconnt that jaztr emotions reflect one-hundred thousand years
of powerful huniers”. _ v ; "
A good strategy to maintain the falconry heritage lega
consists on identifying possible' rep:escntative figures in ac
of the communities. In the profession‘ they are known as
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masters of falconry”. The name is n

knows a lot but to whoever teaches and becomes e




